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Article 15(c) QD

This section focuses on the application of the provision of Article 15(c) QD. Under Article 2(f) QD in
conjunction with Article 15(c) QD, subsidiary protection is granted where substantial grounds have been
shown for believing that the person would face a real risk of suffering serious harm defined as serious and
individual threat to a civilian’s life or person by reason of indiscriminate violence in situations of
international or internal armed conflict.

Each element of the provision is addressed in a separate subsection.

The contents of this section include:

3.3.1. Preliminary remarks
3.3.2. Armed conflict (international or internal)
3.3.3. Qualification of a person as a ‘civilian’
3.3.4. Indiscriminate violence

Elisol
Lumiria
Doncouck
Morilia

3.3.5. Serious and individual threat
3.3.6. Qualification of the harm as ‘threat to (a civilian’s) life or person’
3.3.7. Nexus/’by reason of’

 

 

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu 

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/cgs-tcds/33-article-15c-qd-indiscriminate-violence-situations-armed-conflict
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/cgs-tcds/33-article-15c-qd-indiscriminate-violence-situations-armed-conflict
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32011L0095
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-training/331-preliminary-remarks
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-training/332-armed-conflict-international-or-internal
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-training/333-qualification-person-civilian
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-training/334-indiscriminate-violence
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-training/elisol
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-training/lumiria
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-training/dancouck
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-training/morilia
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-training/335-serious-and-individual-threat
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-training/336-qualification-harm-threat-civilians-life-or-person
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-training/337-nexusby-reason
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

