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The trend continued in 2022 to involve various stakeholders and improve collaboration on the integration of
beneficiaries of international protection. The urgent, large-scale need to provide integration support for
persons in need of temporary protection further catalysed this process. Countries had the potential to pilot
some new, innovative ways of working together in the integration of personsin need of protection.1144
Efforts to implement the rights enlisted in the Temporary Protection Directive seemed to have fostered a
new degree of cooperation among stakeholders.1145

The Urban Agendafor the EU Partnership on Inclusion of Migrants and Refugees followed up on its new
action plan for 2021-2022 and delivered recommendations for all seven action areas related to access to
health care, treatment of mental health concerns, the role of art and culture in integration, specific concerns of
LGBTIQ migrants, evidence-based policymaking in cities, financial instrumentsto be used for integration by
cities and children in migration.1146

A policy brief in the framework of the REGIN project observed that migrant and refugee integration policies
at the regional level were the most favourable in the areas of health and education, while the least favourable
policies concerned employment, housing and vocational training. The brief also noted gaps in the
participation of external stakeholdersin regional governance mechanisms for integration. The authors argued
that the EU Action Plan on Integration and Inclusion 2021-2027 was a significant opportunity to address
policy gaps at the regional level and made recommendations for regions, Member States and the European
Commission to use this potential for improvement.1147 In the MIPEX-R analysis, the authors' key finding
was the lack of data on integration outcomes, especially for beneficiaries of international protection.1148

Following the partnership signed by the European Commission and the Committee of the Regions, a
declaration was signed on the integration of migrants by the Italian Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs,
the Conference of Regions and Autonomous Provinces, and the National Association of Italian
municipalities. The group pledged to improve coordination, ensure consistent funding and work toward the
same objectives. In addition, UNHCR launched a Charter for the Integration of Refugees with six Italian
cities.1149 The municipalities committed to developing multifunctional integration centres, where
beneficiaries of international protection can find all the applicable information and services for their
integration process.1150
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In 2022, 235 partnerships were concluded between the French Ministry of the Interior and the local
authorities, amounting to EUR 10.5 million. Based on these partnerships, the local authorities could develop
measures to respond to the needs of the beneficiaries of international protection to facilitate their integration,
such as childcare, professional or driving licence training, and cultural and sport activities with local
communities.

A knowledge platform was developed in Czechia as part of the “ Cities and Inclusive Strategies’ project,
whichisled by civil society organisations. The system stores al integration projectsin the country between
2004-2020 that received public or private funding.1151

The Cypriot Ministry of the Interior launched acall for civil society organisations to participate in the
Advisory Committee for the Integration of Migrants. The committee is foreseen to include a maximum of
three NGO members for a 2-year term.1152

The Cities Network for Integration continued its activities in Greece and launched a new website, 1153
showcasing for example the outcomes of the network’ sfirst research project (see Section 4.14.4.3).1154

The Ministry of Social Affairsand Labour in Iceland allocated funds to several municipalities for the
harmonised integration of beneficiaries of international protection. The projects covered diverse areas
depending on the priorities of the municipality and included, for example, a course in parentings skillsto help
beneficiaries to support their children with trauma, training in online banking and training for primary school
staff to strengthen their skillsin supporting beneficiary children.1155

The Communities Integration Fund has been in place in Ireland since 2017, and in 2022, 124 community
projects were chosen to receive EUR 566,500 to support the locant integration of beneficiaries of
international protection and migrantsin general. Projects received priority when involving women, children
and youth, labour market integration and community volunteering.1156

While the number of applicants for international protection was very low in Denmark (see Section 4.1.3) and
hundreds of municipal staff working on integration were made redundant in recent years, municipalities
signalled that it became challenging to ensure integration support for Ukrainiansin need of protection.1157

Coordinated by one of the Finnish Centres for Economic Development, Transport and Environment (ELY
Centres), anew AMIF-funded campaign was launched to promote the participation of beneficiaries of
international protection in the development of integration services and improve the knowledge of
municipality and employment services staff about integration issues.1158

Civil society organisations from Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Malta, the Netherlands and ECRE drafted atraining
kit —with the involvement of several other stakeholders, including representatives from national
administrations — to empower refugee-led community organisations to become active advocacy partners at
the national and European levels.1159

A report from the Migration Institute of Finland and the Innonlink Group found that municipal integration
programmes increased cooperation between municipalities, different sectors and different authorities.
However, programmes should be more target-oriented, instead of simply promoting integration, and
municipalities do not always have the competence or resources to implement such demanding programmes.
More support and more detailed instructions were needed. The results of the report fed into the integration
reform process that was launched in 2022 (see Section 4.14.3.2). The Ministry of Economic Affairs and
Employment already granted EUR 3 million to municipalities for projects to develop guidance and
counselling services for migrants regionally or in cooperation with several municipalities.1160

1144 See European Union Agency for Asylum. (2023). Providing Temporary Protection to Displaced
Persons from Ukraine: A Year in Review. https://euaa.europa.eu/publications/providing-temporary-


https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-report-2023/41443-employment
https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-report-2023/413-data-applications-international-protection
https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-report-2023/41432-revising-legislation-integration

protecti on-displaced-persons-ukraine-year-review

1145 European Union Agency for Asylum. (2023). Providing Temporary Protection to Displaced Persons
from Ukraine: A Year in Review. https://euaa.europa.eu/publications/providing-temporary-protection-
di splaced-persons-ukraine-year-review

1146 Urban Agenda Partnership on Inclusion of Migrants and Refugees. (2022). Access to Healthcare.
https.//www.inclusionpartnership.com/access-to-healthcare

1147 Migration Policy Group. (2022). Regional Governance and Policy on Migrant and Refugee
Integration: the interplay between REGIN results and the EU Action Plan on Integration and Inclusion.
Deodati, Stefano; Conte, Carmine. https://www.migpol group.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/04/REGIN_PolicyBrief _pdf.pdf

1148 Migration Policy Group, & Barcelona Centre for International Affairs. (2022). Migrant Integration
governance and outcomesin 25 EU regions: the MIPEX-R comparative analysis. Pasetti, Francesco; Conte,
Carmine; Solano, Giacomo; Deodati, Stefano; Cumella de Montserrat, Carlota.

https.//www.migpol group.com/wp-content/upl oads/2022/04/REGIN_D3.3_FINAL _edited.-10-March-
2022.pdf

1149 Ministry of the Interior | Ministero dell'interno, Conference of the Regions and Autonomous Provinces
| Conferenza delle Regioni e delle Province Autonome, & National Association of Italian Municipalities |
Associazione Nazionale Comuni Italiani. (2021, September 10). Partenariato per |’ integrazione [Partnership
for Integration]. https.//www.integrazionemigranti.gov.it/AnteprimaPDF.aspx?d=3403; Ministry of the
Interior | Ministero dell'interno. (2022, April 12). Ministero del Lavoro, Regioni e Comuni insieme per
I"integrazione [Ministry of Labour, Regions and Municipalities together for integration].
https://integrazionemigranti.gov.it/it-it/Ricerca-news/Dettaglio-news/id/2503/Ministero-del -L avoro-Regioni-
e-Comuni-insieme-per-lintegrazione

1150 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. (2022, February 18). UNHCR e sai cittaitaliane
presentano la carta per I'integrazione dei rifugiati [UNHCR and 6 Italian cities present the charter for refugee
integration]. https://www.unhcr.org/it/notizie-storie/comunicati-stampa/unhcr-e-sei-citta-italiane-presentano-
la-carta-per-lintegrazione-dei -rifugiati/

1151 European Website on Integration. (2022, March 14). Czech Republic: Database of integration projects
(2004-2020). https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/library-document/czech-republic-database-integration-
projects-2004-2020_en

of Non-Governmental Organizations for Participation in the Advisory Committee on the Integration of
Immigrants].
http://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/moiup/moi.nsf/All/2294A 98619FD 30C6C2258852003D B 7C3?0OpenDocument

1153 Cities Network for Integration Greece. (2021). CNI Greece. https:.//www.cnigreece.gr/

1154 Cities Network for Integration Greece. (2022, December 10). A new research by CNI on "Mobility and
Employment of Refugee Populations in the Greek regional and rural areas’.
https://www.cnigreece.gr/en/news/a-new-research-on-mobility-and-empl oyment-of -refugee-popul ations-in-
the-greek-regional-and-rural-areas/

1155 Government of Iceland | Rikisstjorn islands. (2022, May 20). Uthlutun Gr bréunarsj68i samraandar
mottoku flottafolks [Allocation from the Development Fund for coordinated reception of refugees).
https://www.stjornarradid.is/ef st-a-baugi/frettir/stok-frett/2022/05/20/Uthl utun-ur-Throunars odi -
samraemdar-mottoku-flottafolks/

1156 Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration & Y outh | An Roinn Leanai, Comhionannais,
Michumais,. L anphéirtiochta agus Oige. (2022, June 24). Minister O’ Gorman announces 124 projects to be



funded under the Communities Integration Fund 2022. https.//www.gov.ie/en/press-rel ease/80d02-minister-
ogorman-announces-124-proj ects-to-be-funded-under-the-communiti es-integrati on-fund-2022/

1157 European Website on Integration. (2022, July 16). Denmark: Number of registered asylum seekers
reaches historical low. https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/news/denmark-number-registered-asylum-
seekers-reaches-historical-low_en

1158 European Website on Integration. (2022, April 5). Finland: New campaign amplifies refugee voices.
https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/news/finland-new-campai gn-amplifies-refugee-voices _en

1159 aditus foundation. (2022). Training Kit: Empowering Refugee-Led Community Organisations.
https://aditus.org.mt/publicationg/trai ning-kit-empowering-refugee-led-community-
organisations/#.Y 8UX Tt8o-UI

1160 Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment | Ty0- ja elinkeinoministerio. (2022, September 1).
Municipalities receive special subsidies to develop and implement guidance and counselling services.
https://tem.fi/en/-/munici paliti es-recel ve-special -subsi dies-to-devel op-and-impl ement-gui dance-and-
counselling-services-for-immigrants

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu



mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

