
Please cite as: EUAA, '4.8.1.2. Detention capacity' in Asylum Report 2023,
Maggio 2023.

4.8.1.2. Detention capacity

4.8.1.2. Detention capacity

detention capacity

Detention capacity in EU+ countries continued to be adjusted based on operational needs in
2022.
In February 2022, the federal government in Belgium reached an agreement on constructing
three new detention centres and an additional departure centre for irregularly-staying migrants
pending their forced deportation (focusing on migrants who disrupted public order or committed
criminal offences). The new centres will be located in Jabbeke (112 places), Zandvliet (144
places), and Jumet (200 places). The new departure centre will be located in Steenokkerzeel (50
places).

France expanded the number of places in administrative detention facilities, from which a
removal can be undertaken within 48 hours.700 A new administrative detention centre (CRA)
was established in Mérignac (near the Bordeaux Airport), with a capacity of 140 places, to
increase detention capacity in the Nouvelle-Aquitaine region from the current 70 to 210 places.
This initiative is part of the national plan for 3,000 additional CRA places by 2027 and the
Ministry of the Interior's draft bill on orientation and programming was approved in January
2023.701

Immigration detention facilities became operational at Dublin Airport as of 1 March 2022. This
allows up to four persons who were refused ‘leave to land’ to be detained within the boundary of
the airport for up to 24 hours, pending a return on an outbound flight. These facilities are used
solely for immigration detainees in Ireland.702

In Italy, initiatives focused on detention centres for repatriation, and the Ministry of the Interior
was authorised to expand the network of detention centres for repatriation.703 The estimates of
the Ministry of the Interior for the construction, acquisition, completion, adaptation and
restructuring of buildings and infrastructures intended for detention and reception was
increased by EUR 5.5 million for 2023, by EUR 14.4 million for 2024 and by EUR 16.2 million for
2025.

Due to the mass influx of migrants in the Polish-Belarusian border, a central-level strategy was
developed in Poland to make additional places in detention centres available in an emergency
situation. The strategy has been regularly updated.

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/asylum-report-2023/4812-detention-capacity


In Spain, the Council of Ministers approved a declaration of general interest which included the
opening of the Temporary Attention Centre for Foreigners (Centro de Atención Temporal para
Extranjeros - CATE) in Arrecife.704 This will address challenges which were encountered in
Lanzarote as arrivals remained in police custody on ships, which were overcrowded with
minimum health conditions and in which men, women and children coexisted for over the 72
hours which are allowed by law.

Similarly, the SMA in Sweden opened a new detention centre with 114 places in Mölndal.705
 Work will continue to further expand detention capacity throughout Sweden. Towards the end
of 2024, the Migration Agency plans to open a new detention centre in northern Sweden with 20
places and to further expand the capacity in Flen with 50 places by remodelling an existing
property, in order to reach a total capacity of 637 places by the end of 2024.706

In contrast, the State Border Guard Service in Lithuania planned to close Medininkai Camp and
reinforce Pabradė and Kybartai centres in an effort to provide better reception conditions.707

700Ministry of the Interior | Ministère de l'Intérieur. (2022, November 14). Création d'un
centre de rétention administrative de 140 places à Mérignac (33) [Creation of an
administrative detention center with 140 places in Mérignac (33)].
https://www.interieur.gouv.fr/actualites/communiques/creation-dun-centre-de-retention-
administrative-de-140-places-a-merignac-33
701Loi n° 2023-22 du 24 janvier 2023 d'orientation et de programmation du ministère de
l'intérieur [Law n° 2023-22 of 24 January 2023 on the orientation and programming of the
Ministry of the Interior], January 27, 2023.
702Department of Justice | An Roinn Dlí agus Cirt. (2022, May 6). Minister McEntee attends
official opening of Dublin Airport Garda Station. https://www.gov.ie/en/press-
release/8740b-minister-mcentee-attends-official-opening-of-dublin-airport-garda-station/
703Italian Coalition for Civil Liberties and Rights | Coalizione Italiana Libertà e i Diritti civili.
(2022, November 28). Governo Meloni, oltre 40 milioni per i CPR [Meloni government, over
40 million for CPR]. https://cild.eu/blog/2022/11/28/governo-meloni-oltre-40-milioni-per-i-
cpr/
704Government of Spain | La Moncloa. (2022, February 1). Referencia del Consejo de
Ministros [Reference of the Council of Ministers].
https://www.lamoncloa.gob.es/consejodeministros/referencias/Paginas/2022/refc20220201.aspx#infraestructuras;
El País. (2022, February 1). El Gobierno declara de “interés general” el centro de detención
de inmigrantes de Lanzarote para poder abrirlo [The Government declares the Lanzarote
immigration detention center to be of "general interest" in order to open it].
https://elpais.com/espana/2022-02-01/el-gobierno-declara-de-interes-general-el-centro-de-
detencion-de-inmigrantes-de-lanzarote-para-poder-abrirlo.html
705Swedish Migration Agency | Migrationsverket. (2022, April 11). Migrationsverket utökar
antalet förvarsplatser [The Swedish Migration Agency is expanding the number of
detention places]. https://www.migrationsverket.se/Om-
Migrationsverket/Pressrum/Nyhetsarkiv/Nyhetsarkiv-2022/2022-04-11-Migrationsverket-
utokar-antalet-forvarsplatser.html
706Swedish Migration Agency | Migrationsverket. (2022, October 3). Nytt förvar öppnas i
Mölndal [New detention facility opens in Mölndal]. https://www.migrationsverket.se/Om-



Migrationsverket/Pressrum/Nyhetsarkiv/Nyhetsarkiv-2022/2022-10-03-Nytt-forvar-oppnas-i-
Molndal.html
707Lithuanian National Radio and Television | Lietuvos radijas ir televizija. (2022, April 13).
Planuojama uždaryti migrantų stovyklą Medininkuose, plėsti centrą Pabradėje [It is planned
to close the migrant camp in Medininkai and expand the center in Pabrade].
https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1672624/planuojama-uzdaryti-migrantu-stovykla-
medininkuose-plesti-centra-pabradeje

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu 

mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

