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4.5.1. Organisation of second instance courts

Amendments to the organisation and structure of courts were adopted or proposed in several
Member States.

In Belgium, the Council of Ministers approved in June 2021 a draft law on the organisation of
CALL. The proposal aimed to increase the number of judges of CALL and simplify and optimise
the appraisal procedure for staff by introducing a comprehensive system of disciplinary and
policy measures for officials.591
 
In Finland in May 2021, the Supreme Administrative Court proposed to the government
amendments to the composition of administrative courts, with the purpose of making
administrative courts more efficient without compromising legal certainty. For asylum cases
under the Aliens Act, the court proposed to extend the possibility of using panels of two judges
for all cases lodged before the Supreme Administrative Court.592
 
The Supreme Administrative Court of Slovakia, a new appeals court in asylum cases, started
functioning in July 2021. Previously, asylum appeals were decided by the Supreme Court.593
 The NGO Human Rights League welcomed the creation of the new court, noting that this will
allow judges to become specialised in asylum matters.594 

In Slovenia, amendments to the International Protection Act introduced the right to appeal a
decision of the Administrative Court before the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court must decide
on the appeal within 30 days and the amendment applies only to applications lodged after 9
November 2021.595 

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/asylum-report-2022/451-organisation-second-instance-courts


Italy launched an open competition in August 2021 in the framework of the Recovery Plan to
recruit more than 8,000 officers in view of the establishment of the “Ufficio del Processo” under
the Ministry of Justice. The new personnel should contribute to the reduction of the number of
cases pending before the 26 specialised court sections on immigration and asylum, by providing
support through research, monitoring and drafting of judgments and decisions.596 Other plans
for improvement of second instance processes in Italy included cooperation between the
National Asylum Commission and the Ministry of Justice in different activities, communication of
the video registration of the first instance interview to the appeal authorities to avoid the need
for an in-person hearing, and creating a board to address divergencies in the interpretation of
legal provisions between first and second instance authorities. In addition, improvements were
also planned, involving the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to develop country of origin information to
serve the needs and purposes of various institutional actors.
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