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The analysis below is based on the following EUAA COI reports: Security 2024, 1.4; Country
Focus 2024, 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.3, 1.2, 1.2.1, 1.6. Country Guidance should not be referred to as
source of COI.

The KRG authorities comprise both the Kurdish security forces and non-armed actors. In the KRI,
the Peshmerga, the municipal police and the Asayish (intelligence agency) are the main security
actors of the KRG. Approximately 54 000 Peshmerga form units commanded by the KRG Ministry
of Peshmerga Affairs, while the larger force, about 100 000 troops, serve in units directly
controlled by either the KDP or the PUK. The Peshmerga are also partly being deployed outside
the KRI, in the disputed territories. 

Kurdish security forces continued to carry out anti-ISIL operations independently as well as in
coordination with the ISF. Some armed clashes between the Peshmerga and the ISF over
disputed territories were still reported. 

The KRG forces have been accused of committing a wide range of human right violations such
as arbitrary arrests, enforced disappearances, torture and other forms of ill-treatment of
individuals with perceived ISIL affiliation (see 3.1.1. Individuals with perceived ISIL affiliation).
There were also reports of discrimination and harassment by the KRG of certain ethnic
minorities (see  3.10. Religious and ethnic minorities) as well as reports of arbitrary detention of
political opponents and journalists and violent suppression of demonstrations (see 3.3. Human
rights and political opposition activists, protesters and other perceived critics of the authorities
 and 3.4. Journalists and media workers). 

 

See other topics concerning actors of persecution or serious harm:

2.1. The Iraqi Federal State actors
2.2. Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF)

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/23-kurdistan-regional-government-krg-authorities
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2024_05_EUAA_COI_Report_Iraq_Security_Situation.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2024_05_EUAA_COI_Report_Iraq_Country_Focus.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2024_05_EUAA_COI_Report_Iraq_Country_Focus.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/311-individuals-perceived-isil-affiliation
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/310-religious-and-ethnic-minorities
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/33-human-rights-and-political-opposition-activists-and-protesters-and-other-perceived-critics-authorities
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/33-human-rights-and-political-opposition-activists-and-protesters-and-other-perceived-critics-authorities
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/34-journalists-and-media-workers
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/21-iraqi-federal-state-actors
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/22-popular-mobilisation-forces-pmf


2.3. Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) authorities
2.4. The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)
2.5. Tribes
2.6. Other actors 
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