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3. Refugee status

Article 2(d) QD, Article 9 QD, Article 10 QD

Article 3(5) QR, Article 9 QR, Article 10 QR

This chapter provides analysis and guidance on the potential international protection needs of
selected profiles of applicants. These profiles were selected based on their relevance in the
caseload of EU Member States.

The list of profiles addressed in this chapter is non-exhaustive and the fact that a certain profile
is included or not is without prejudice to the determination of their protection needs.
Furthermore, the order of listed profiles does not reflect any ranking of the potential level of risk
of persecution. 

The contents of this chapter include: 

General remarks

3.1. Persons perceived to be affiliated with ISIL
3.1.1. Individuals with perceived ISIL affiliation

3.1.2. Family members of individuals with perceived ISIL affiliation

3.2. Sunni Arabs

3.3. Human rights and political opposition activists and protesters and other perceived
critics of the authorities

3.4. Journalists and media workers

3.5. Individuals perceived to be opposed to ISIL

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3-refugee-status
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32011L0095
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ%3AL_202401347
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/general-remarks
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/31-persons-perceived-be-affiliated-isil
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/311-individuals-perceived-isil-affiliation
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/312-family-members-individuals-perceived-isil-affiliation
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/32-sunni-arabs
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/33-human-rights-and-political-opposition-activists-and-protesters-and-other-perceived-critics-authorities
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/33-human-rights-and-political-opposition-activists-and-protesters-and-other-perceived-critics-authorities
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/34-journalists-and-media-workers
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/35-individuals-perceived-be-opposed-isil


3.6. (Perceived) collaborators of Western armed forces, organisations, or companies

3.7. Persons with diverse SOGIESC (also referred to as LGBTIQ persons)

3.8. Individuals perceived to transgress moral codes

3.9. Individuals considered to have committed blasphemy and/or apostasy, including
converts and atheists

3.10. Religious and ethnic minorities
3.10.1. Turkmens
3.10.2. Yazidis
3.10.3. Christians
3.10.4. Sabean-Mandaeans
3.10.5. Palestinians

3.11. Women and girls

3.11.1. Violence against women and girls: overview
3.11.2. Women and girls perceived to have violated family honour
3.11.3. Forced and child marriage
3.11.4. Female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C)
3.11.5. Single women and female heads of households

3.12. Children

3.12.1. Violence against children: overview
3.12.2. Child labour and trafficking in children
3.12.3. Child recruitment
3.12.4. Education of children and girls in particular
3.12.5. Children born under ISIL rule who lack civil documentation
3.12.6. Children without a care-taker

3.13. Persons living with disabilities and/or with severe medical issues

3.14. Persons involved in and affected by blood feuds in the context of tribal conflict

In the current update of ‘Country Guidance: Iraq’, some profiles included in the previous version
of the document have been omitted, as they do not appear in the caseload of EU+ countries in
significant numbers. This omission should not be construed as an indication of their current
potential protection needs. To consult the assessment of such profiles, namely of Deserters from
armed forces, Individuals approached for recruitment by armed groups, Former Baath party
members, Humanitarian workers, Shabak, Kaka’i, Baha’i, Bidoon, Fayli Kurds, see the relevant

https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/36-perceived-collaborators-western-armed-forces-organisations-or-companies
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/37-persons-diverse-sogiesc-also-referred-lgbtiq-persons
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/38-individuals-perceived-transgress-moral-codes
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/39-individuals-considered-have-committed-blasphemy-andor-apostasy-including-converts-and-atheists
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/39-individuals-considered-have-committed-blasphemy-andor-apostasy-including-converts-and-atheists
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/310-religious-and-ethnic-minorities
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3101-turkmens
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3102-yazidis
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3103-christians
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3104-sabean-mandaeans
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3105-palestinians
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/311-women-and-girls
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3111-violence-against-women-and-girls-overview
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3112-women-and-girls-perceived-have-violated-family-honour
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3113-forced-and-child-marriage
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3114-female-genital-mutilationcutting-fgmc
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3115-single-women-and-female-heads-households
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/312-children
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3121-violence-against-children-overview
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3122-child-labour-and-trafficking-children
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3123-child-recruitment
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3124-education-children-and-girls-particular
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3125-children-born-under-isil-rule-who-lack-civil-documentation
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/3126-children-without-care-taker
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/313-persons-living-disabilities-andor-severe-medical-issues
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/314-persons-involved-and-affected-blood-feuds-context-tribal-conflict
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2022/25-deserters-armed-forces
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2022/25-deserters-armed-forces
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2022/26-individuals-approached-recruitment-armed-groups
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2022/27-former-baath-party-members
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2022/27-former-baath-party-members
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2022/211-humanitarian-workers
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2022/2154-shabak
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2022/2155-kakai
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2022/2157-bahai
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2022/2158-bidoon
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2022/2159-fayli-kurds


parts of ‘Country Guidance: Iraq’ (June 2022). However, please note that the guidance provided
in the document of June 2022 is based on older COI and cannot be confirmed at the time of
writing. 
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