
Please cite as: EUAA, 'Serious and individual threat' in EASO Practical Guide:
Qualification for international protection, Enero 2022.

Serious and individual threat

Compared to the provisions under Article 15(a) and (b) QD, the harm defined in Article 15(c)
QD covers a more general risk for the applicant. What is required is a ‘serious and individual
threat (to a civilian’s life or person)’ rather than specific acts of violence.

This element of Article 15(c) QD should be considered in light of the ‘sliding scale’ and the
possible differentiation between certain levels of indiscriminate violence.

The existence of such a threat can exceptionally be considered to be established where the
degree of indiscriminate violence characterising the armed conflict reaches such a high level
that substantial grounds are shown for believing that a civilian, returned to the relevant country
or, as the case may be, to the relevant region, would, solely on account of his or her presence
on the territory of that country or region, face a real risk of being subject to that threat. Where
such a high level of indiscriminate violence is not reached, elements of individualisation would
be necessary as suggested by the wording of Article 15(c) QD. In this regard, certain applicants
may be considered more likely to become victims of indiscriminate violence due to their
personal circumstances.

Factors such as age, gender, health condition and disabilities, the lack of a family network,
economic situation and geographical proximity to areas which are subject to violence may be
relevant personal circumstances to be taken into account.

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu 

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/easo-practical-guide-qualification-international-protection/serious-and-individual-threat
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32011L0095
http://easo.europa.eu/practical-guide-qualification/indiscriminate-violence
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

