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4.15.2.2. Community sponsorship programmes

As a safe and legal pathway to protection, community-based sponsorship programmes are gaining ground as
an alternative to support refugees arriving to EU+ countries. This type of programme allows individuals,
private companies and organisations to directly engage in financial, emotional and practical support to
refugees who are resettled in their communities.1292

Although some countries continued to rely on these initiatives as complementary to their resettlement
programmes, not many developments were identified during 2022 in terms of community sponsorship
programmes.

The EMN found that the main challenges encountered during the year were difficulties to find new sponsor
groups, insufficient involvement of municipalities, delays in transfers due to medical reasons and
administrative procedures, and questions on how to continue and scale initiatives to more participants.1293

In 2022, in the framework of a pilot project called "Univ'R", implemented with UNHCR and the Agence
universitaire de la Francophonie, France opened university corridors for 20 refugee students. In addition, in
2022, France carried out the transfers of Syrians and Iraqis in need of protection in Lebanon who were hosted
by faith-based organisations under the humanitarian corridors scheme, in line with protocols renewed in
2021.

In Germany, the federal government announced in July 2022 the consolidation of the Neustart im Team
(NesT) programme as of January 2023, after the 3-year pilot phase.1294 The programme is in addition to
governmental humanitarian admission programmes, offering up to 200 places in 2023, with an increase
planned in subsequent years. NesT is based on support provided by mentoring groups (consisting of legal or
natural people) who jointly finance and provide accommodation and non-material support to participants.
1295 As the programme became permanent, adjustments were made based on the experience of the pilot
phase, such as shortening the funding for suitable housing from 2 years to 1 year. After the pandemic-related
delays in taking in refugees and the concentration of volunteer involvement in Germany on the refugees from
Ukraine in 2021, current efforts focus on the recruitment of new mentoring groups. Further findings can be
found in the formative evaluation of the programme by the BAMF Research Centre.1296

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/asylum-report-2023/41522-community-sponsorship-programmes


Several initiatives were developed by civil society organisations to overcome some of the challenges and
further develop different programmes. The 3-year programme, EU-Passworld, emerged in 2022, linking
community sponsorship to labour and education pathways. The AMIF-funded project will be implemented
by a multi-stakeholder consortium in Belgium, Ireland and Italy, where new complementary programmes
will be designed and piloted to create a minimum of 200 new places for refugees.1297

Some evaluation reports were published during the year to assess challenges, in combination with an analysis
of good practices and lessons learned. For instance, in its report on monitoring and the evaluation of
community sponsorship programmes in Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Spain and the United
Kingdom, the organisation Share Network issued a series of recommendations to support the development of
new programmes and enhance the quality and sustainability of current ones.1298 Furthermore, to support
countries with the planning and implementation of their community sponsorship programmes, the Global
Refugee for Sponsorship Initiatives (GRSI) developed a monitoring and evaluation toolkit which is available
for national administrations and stakeholders involved in the programmes since October 2022.1299

1292 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. (June 2019). Three-Year Strategy on Resettlement
and Complementary Pathways. https://www.unhcr.org/protection/resettlement/5d15db254/three-year-
strategy-resettlement-complementary-pathways.html

1293 European Migration Network. (2023, forthcoming). Inform on Resettlement, Humanitarian Admission
and Complementary Pathways.

1294 Federal Ministry of the Interior | Bundesministerium für Inneres. (2022, July 1). Pilotprogramm NesT
wird reguläres Aufnahmeprogramm für Flüchtlinge [Pilot program NesT becomes regular reception program
for refugees]. https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/pressemitteilungen/DE/2022/07/intb-
nestprogramm.html

1295 NesT - Neustart im Team. (2023). NesT - Neustart im Team [Team Reboot - NesT].
https://www.neustartimteam.de

1296 Federal Office for Migration and Refugees | Bundesamt für Migration und Flüchtlinge. (2020,
September 29). Humanitäre Flüchtlingsaufnahme im Programm "Neustart im Team" (NesT) [Evaluation of
the German Community-based Sponsorship Programme "NesT – New Start].
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/ProjekteReportagen/EN/Forschung/Migration/evaluation-resettlement-
programm-nest.html?nn=425432; Tissot, F., Dumann, N. & Bitterwolf, M. (2023, forthcoming). Das
staatlich-gesellschaftliche Aufnahmeprogramm für besonders schutzbedürftige Flüchtlinge "Neustart im
Team": Studie zur Programmumsetzung. Forschungsbericht 44 des Forschungszentrums Migration,
Integration und Asyl [The state-social reception programme for particularly vulnerable refugees “Restart in
the team”: Study on programme implementation. Research Report 44 of the Research Center Migration,
Integration and Asylum]. Bundesamt für Migration und Flüchtlinge.

1297 Caritas Italy | Caritas Italiana. (2022). EU-Passworld project: Widening complementary pathways
linked to community sponsorship. https://www.eupassworld.eu/

1298 SHARE Quality Sponsorship Network. (May 2022). Monitoring and Evaluation of Community
Sponsorship Programmes in Europe: First Lessons Learned. Policy Brief.
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/61701919c9cd9200cd8e6ccc/t/62b1e0862ba78328faeb6577/1655824520806/Policy+brief_Monitoring+and+Evaluation+of+Community+Sponsorship+Programmes+in+Europe_Final.pdf

1299 Centre for Community Based Research. (2023, February 24). Community Sponsorship: Monitoring
and Evaluation Toolkit. https://refugeesponsorship.org/resource-directory/monitoring-evaluation-toolkit/

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu 

mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

