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4.14.4.3 Education

UNHCR published a series of documents highlighting emerging practices to support education for refugee children and
mitigate the effects of uneven access to online education, hardware and disrupted support services.1156 The European Trade
Union Committee for Education launched a series of campaigns to promote diversity and inclusion in schools, collecting
testimonies from teachers with migrant backgrounds, including beneficiaries of international protection.1157 Most of the
reported state initiatives seemed not to have adapted yet to the changing teaching environment due to the pandemic.

The Ministry of Science and Education in Croatia continued to offer scholarships for beneficiaries of international protection
enrolled in higher education – in 2020, three scholarships were awarded to beneficiaries based on their socio-economic status
and children in elementary and secondary school could enrol in preparatory classes. The ministry continued to conduct
language courses regularly and provided translations of diplomas which are required for including children in primary and
secondary school. The ministry noted that, based on signed lists, the courses were not attended regularly or completed. Some
concerns reported in the previous years by civil society organisations persisted.1158  

The Italian Ministry of the Interior offered 100 scholarships to student beneficiaries of international protection for the
2020/2021 school year, based on the Memorandum of Understanding signed in 2016 with the Conference of Italian
University Rectors. In France, 3,482 beneficiaries of international protection received student scholarships.1159 In Lithuania,
the Ministry of Social Security and Labour signed a cooperation agreement with the Mykolas Romeris University to provide
English or Lithuanian language courses for selected beneficiaries of international protection.
Polish civil society representatives called the Ministry of National Education, provincial education boards and school
authorities to promote the employment of cultural assistants whose task is to support foreign children with their integration
process.1160 The provisions regulating the possibility of employing a cultural assistant in a school were introduced into the
legal framework in 2010, but they are not widely implemented in practice and the number of assistants remain moderate. The
Polish Supreme Audit Office published a report on education of children with a migratory background. According to the
report, the Minister of National Education, which is a leading institution in the area of education, does not monitor and
analyse the situation of this group of students and integration measures were either accidental or non-existent.1161

A coalition of 21 Romanian civil society organisations working on asylum, migration, human rights and public policies sent
a letter to the Ministry of Education to highlight the impact of online learning on refugee and migrant children and provided
recommendations to the authorities to avoid long-term negative consequences.1162 

A new study conducted by an NGO analysed refugees’ access to education and educational attainment in Denmark.1163

 Among the most significant findings, the report noted that younger refugee children attend the same level of education as
their Danish peers, but the difference becomes well pronounced if they arrive after the age of 13. Women refugees are also
more likely to get into higher education than men, who rather opt for vocational education.1164 In 2020, refugees with
temporary protection status were granted the right to free secondary education, similar to other refugees.1165 

UNHCR in Bulgaria noted the positive changes that the legislative amendments in 2017 brought to the education of
applicant and beneficiary children, together with closer cooperation among educational professionals, national and local
authorities, and civil society organisations.1166 
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