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Press Release: EASO Annual Report on the Situation of Asylum in the EU and latest asylum figures
Today the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) released its yearly reference report: The Annual Report on the Situation of Asylum in the European Union 2015. The report aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the situation of asylum in the EU+ (EU Member States plus Norway and Switzerland) by examining requests for international protection to the EU, analysing application and decision data, and focusing on some of the most important countries of origin of applicants for international protection. 
In 2015, almost 1.4 million applications for international protection were made in the EU+ - the highest number since the beginning of EU-level data collection in 2008. The highest numbers of asylum applicants recorded were citizens of Syria, the Western Balkan countries combined, and Afghanistan. The main receiving countries were Germany, Hungary, Sweden, Austria and Italy. At the end of 2015, the number of persons awaiting a decision on their application for international protection passed the one-million mark as the volume of pending applications more than doubled compared to the previous year. 

The ongoing crisis in Syria continued to be a key factor in asylum applications in the EU+: the number of applications from Syrians reached more than 380 000, a threefold increase compared to 2014. The number of applications from Western Balkan countries in 2015 almost doubled to 201 405 applicants, the vast majority of them coming from Kosovo and Albania. Afghanistan remained one of the main countries of origin of applicants last year with 196 170 applications made (increased by 359 %) and had the highest share of the unaccompanied children applying for international protection overall in the EU+ (25% of all Afghan applicants). 
The report also looks into key asylum-related developments in 2015 such as the EU Relocation Programme, reception capacity in the Member States, developments in national asylum systems and EASO support. Among other things, EASO continued to provide operational support to Greece, Italy, Bulgaria and Cyprus. Since September 2015, EASO has supported the EU Relocation Programme from Italy and Greece to other European countries on the basis of Hotspot-Relocation Operating Plans signed with both Member States. This involved deploying experts, including mobile teams, and by developing several tools to assist in the various steps of relocation.

Latest figures for 2016 show that the number of applications for international protection decreased compared to the second half of 2015. However, with the half-million mark already by the end of May, the level of applications for international protection in the EU+ has remained at a significantly higher level than in the first five months of 2015 when fewer than 350 000 applications were lodged. Syria remained the main country of origin of applicants recorded in the EU+ between January and May. 
One in three applications in the EU+ in this period was lodged by Syrian nationals, reaching a total of almost 165 000 applications. Afghanistan and Iraq also continued to be the main countries of origin of applicants, together representing about 25 % of all applicants in the EU+.  While citizens from the six Western Balkan countries combined composed the largest group of applicants in the beginning of 2015, the first five months of 2016 noted a continued drop in their numbers reaching the lowest monthly total since two years in May. The number of claimed unaccompanied minors again decreased to previous levels, with Afghanistan nationals still accounting for the largest share.
Any further information on EASO may be obtained by contacting Mr. Jean-Pierre Schembri on the following e-mail address: jean-pierre.schembri@easo.europa.eu  (follow us live on twitter @EASO).  
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